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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Item No. _1.E__ 
Mtg. Date __April 5, 2016__  
Dept. __Development Services__ 

Item Title: Chollas Creek Diazinon, Metals, Bacteria TMDL Cost Share Agreement            
(FY 2015-16) 

Staff Contact: Malik Tamimi, Management Analyst 

Recommendation: 

Adopt a resolution (Attachment B) approving the City’s participation in the Chollas Creek 
Diazinon, Metals and Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Cost Share Agreement. 

Item Summary: 

The Chollas Creek Watershed is the City’s main receiving water body.  The Clean Water Act 
requires states to develop a list of water bodies that do not or are not expected to meet water 
quality standards—this list is referred to as the 303(d) list.  Chollas Creek is included on the 303(d) 
list for a series of impairments including Diazinon, heavy metals (lead, zinc, and copper) and 
bacteria.  Under the direction of the EPA, the state water boards are required to issue Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) limits for certain water bodies on the 303(d) list.  Chollas Creek is 
one such water body and a TMDL for Diazinon, Metals and Bacteria was passed by the San Diego 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) in 2002, 2007 and 2010, respectively.   

As a named party in the Chollas Creek TMDLs, the City is required to show compliance with the 
TMDL requirements.  In past years, the City has partnered with the other governmental agencies 
named in the Chollas Creek TMDLs. Staff proposes to continue to partner and cost share with the 
other named parties, the details of which can be found in the staff report (Attachment A).       

Fiscal Impact: 

The City’s share of the agreement for FY 2015-16 is $22,868.74, which is allocated in the 
Stormwater Fund 26.  

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Public Information: 

 None  Newsletter article  Notice to property owners within 300 ft. 

 Notice published in local newspaper  Neighborhood meeting 

Attachments:

A. Staff Report 

B. Resolution/Exhibit 1 Cost Share 
Agreement 
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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT

Item No. __1.E __ 

Mtg. Date    April 5, 2016  

Item Title: Chollas Creek Diazinon, Metals, and Bacteria TMDL Cost Share Agreement 
FY 2015-16 

Staff Contact: Malik Tamimi, Management Analyst 

Discussion: 

The Chollas Creek Watershed is the City’s main receiving water body and is on the State’s 303 
(d) list of water bodies with impairments that include but not limited to Diazinon, metals (lead, 
zinc, and copper), and bacteria.  Under the direction of the EPA, the San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) issued Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) limits for the 
Chollas Creek Watershed based on type of pollutant, level of exceedance, and frequency of 
exceedance.  The RWQCB adopted resolutions nos. R9-2002-0123,  R9-2007-0043, and R9-
2010-0001  for the Chollas Creek Watershed approving an amendment to the Water Quality 
Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan) to incorporate a TMDL for Diazinon, Metals, 
and Bacteria respectively. The RWQCB also adopted Investigation Order No. R9-2004-0277 
and Addendum No. 1, requiring the named parties to conduct water quality monitoring and 
prepare annual monitoring reports to assess compliance with the TMDLs.  

The Diazinon and Metals TMDL names Caltrans, the United States Navy, the Port District, the 
County of San Diego, and the cities of San Diego, La Mesa, and Lemon Grove as the 
responsible parties for compliance with the orders.  The Bacteria TMDL names the above 
mentioned parties with the exception of the Navy, which is not a named party to the Bacteria 
TMDL. All the named parties determined that the most cost effective way to achieve compliance 
with the TMDLs was to cost share the required monitoring and reporting each year.   

The total cost of this cooperative effort is $251,135.  The City’s share of the monitoring and the 
annual compliance reports for FY 2015-16 is $22,868.74 and is budgeted for in Fund 26 
Stormwater Fund.   

Conclusion: 

Staff recommends that the City continue to collaborate with the other named parties.  Staff 
considers that collaborating is the least expensive and most efficient means to maintain 
compliance with the Diazinon, Metals, and Bacteria TMDL requirements.  The City could not 
fund the necessary monitoring on its own.  Staff recommends that the City Council approve the 
resolution (Attachment B) and authorize the City of Lemon Grove to continue to participate in 
the Chollas Creek Diazinon, Metals, and Bacteria TMDL Cost Share Agreement (Attachment B 
Exhibit 1).  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016_______ 

RESOLUTION OF THE LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN 
THE CHOLLAS CREEK HYDROLOGIC UNIT 908.22 IMPLEMENTATION MONITORING FOR 
CHOLLAS CREEK DIAZINON AND DISSOLVED METALS TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 

(INVESTIGATION ORDER NO. R9-2004-0277 AND ADDENDUM NO. 1) AND CHOLLAS 
CREEK MONITORING FOR TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS FOR INDICATOR BACTERIA, 
PROJECT I - TWENTY BEACHES AND CREEKS IN THE SAN DIEGO REGION (INCLUDING 

TECOLOTE CREEK) (RESOLUTION NO. R9-2010-0001)      
 

 

WHEREAS, the Clean Water Act section 303(d) requires states to develop a list of water 
bodies that do not or are not expected to meet water quality standards after implementing 
technology-based controls; and 

WHEREAS, the State Water Resources Control Board, as a designee of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, has delegated authority to the San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) for administration of the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
within the boundaries of its region; and 

WHEREAS, Chollas Creek is a 303(d) listed water body requiring TMDL issuance; and 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB adopted Resolution No. R9-2002-0123 approving an  
amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan) to 
incorporate a TMDL for Diazinon in the Chollas Creek Watershed; and 
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB adopted Resolution No. R9-2007-0043 approving an  
amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan) to 
incorporate TMDLs for dissolved copper, lead, and zinc in the Chollas Creek Watershed; and  
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB adopted Resolution No. R9-2010-0001 approving an  
amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan) to 
incorporate the Beaches and Creeks Bacteria TMDL on February 10, 2010; and 
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB adopted Investigation Order No. R9-2004-0277 and  
Addendum No. 1, and subsequent addenda, which directs responsible parties to conduct 
monitoring and to furnish monitoring reports to assess compliance with the TMDLs for Diazinon 
and dissolved copper, zinc, lead, and bacteria; and 
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB has determined that the responsible parties under  
Resolution No. R9-2002-0123, Resolution No. R9-2007-0043, and Investigation Order No. R9-
2004-0277 are the County, Caltrans, U.S.  Navy, Port of San Diego, and the incorporated cities 
of Lemon Grove, La Mesa, and San Diego; and  
 

WHEREAS, the RWQCB has determined that the responsible parties under  
Resolution No. R9-2010-0001, are the County, Caltrans, Port of San Diego, and the 
incorporated cities of Lemon Grove, La Mesa, and San Diego; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Lemon Grove is a named party in the Chollas Creek Diazinon, 
Metals, Bacteria TMDLs; and 
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WHEREAS, the Chollas Creek TMDLs requires water quality monitoring and reporting; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City worked in collaboration with the other named parties to implement 
the requirements of the TMDL and wishes to continue that collaboration as well as mitigate 
compliance monitoring and implementation costs; and  

WHEREAS, the parties have developed a cost share agreement using a formula to 
share monitoring and activity costs; and 

WHEREAS, it is cost prohibitive and inefficient for the City of Lemon Grove to perform 
these compliance tasks independently; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lemon 
Grove, California hereby:  

1. Approves the attached Chollas Creek Diazinon, metals, bacteria TMDL Cost Share 
Agreement Attachment B Exhibit 1; and 

2. Authorizes the City Manager to execute said agreement.      

/ / / / / 
/ / / / / 
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Exhibit 1 
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(Signature pages for the other named parties are not included here) 
 
 


